Dear Editor, Surfer's myelopathy (SM) is a rare, acute spinal injury that is presumed to involve the major blood vessel supplying the thoracolumbar segment of the spinal cord. The injury typically follows prolonged hyperextension of the back. This condition was coined SM because it is seen most often in beginner surfers. Here we describe a case of a patient with SM that required differentiation from long extensive transverse myelitis and spinal cord infection.
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While there was some evidence of infection, the sudden onset of symptoms after surfing, restricted diffusion on DWI, and lack of any improvement in neurologic symptoms led us to a diagnosis of SM rather than infectious myelitis in the present case. Rhabdomyolysis, which might develop during a long airplane flight (due to prolonged sitting with complete paraplegia), may be the reason for fever. 5 The CSF profile was also consistent with infarction of the cord, which can contain both blood and inflammatory cells as well as elevated protein levels, especially in cases with complete long-segment cord infarction. 2 Surfing is a sport that is growing rapidly in popularity. The incidence of both traumatic and nontraumatic spinal cord injuries associated with this sport will therefore undoubtedly increase in the future. Increased awareness of this injury may enable physicians to recognize SM earlier. 
